
Food Safety Program 

Grower Direct Marketing, L.L.C. 

California Cherries 2010 



For the past eight years, Grower Direct has been developing and implementing a 
multi-faceted food safety program to ensure our product is the safest available.  By partnering 
with select growers and packers, Grower Direct is able to ensure a continuing commitment to 
the safety of all products we market and deliver to our customers.  

 
 Grower Direct’ foundation was built on the California cherry and blueberry season.  

With our exclusive partnership with OG Packing in Stockton, CA, Grower Direct has the abil-
ity to work directly with the packing and growing operations we support.  With our estab-
lished Food Safety Team, which includes personnel from the growing operations, the OG 
Packing management, and notable researchers, Grower Direct is able to develop and imple-
ment a food safety program which begins in the orchard and continues until the product is 
unloaded at its final destination. 

 
 Prior to the 2010  California shipping season season, the OG Packing facility has un-

dergone annual audits by the United States Department of Agriculture. These audits certify 
the Good Agricultural and Good Handling Practices for OG Packing’s facility practices, stor-
age and transportation standards, and the effective application of a trace back program. Over 
the past decade, the OG Facility has successfully completed this auditing format successfully 
for all aspects tested. Beginning last season, Grower Direct and OG Packing are proud to an-
nounce the implementation of a more complex food safety program, and a more rigorous fa-
cility audit. Our Food Safety Team has made the decision to contract with Scientific Certifica-
tion Services for the2010  season in order for the OG Packing house facility to undergo their 
Fresh Produce Packing House audit.  This audit also serves to review all OG Packing facility 
Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) for the packing, shipping, and trace 
back program. 

 
Grower Direct and OG Packing are looking ahead to future seasons to further our 

commitment to food safety and expand our program. Over the course of the 2010 season , we 
look forward to announcing more additions to our program, from the orchard to the packing 
house.  By continuing our commitment to food safety, Grower Direct offers confidence and 
peace of mind in the products we sell to all our customers.  We firmly believe in being one 
step ahead of the industry standard in all aspects of food safety. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Kimberly Morgan 
Food Safety and Technical Coordinator 
OG Packing/Grower Direct Marketing  

Grower Direct’s Commitment to Food Safety... 



Harvest of Product 
Info Recorded: 

-Time and Date of Har-
vest 
-Picking Crew 
-Location of Field 
-Grower Lot Number 
-Grower Name 
Placed on tag and affixed 
to bin. 

Product arrives at OG 
Packing house.  

Info Recorded: 
-Grower Name 
-Lot Number 
-Time and Date Re-
ceived 
-Received Location 
 

Fruit is staged by lot 
number in cold rooms 
prior to daily packing. 

Fruit is packed by lot  
number.  

Info Recorded: 
-Grower Lot Number 
- Time and Date Packed 
Recorded on computer generated pal-
let tag. 

After packing, each carton is 
labeled with: 

-Pack Date 
-Grower Lot Number 
-Packing Line Number 
-OG Packing’s unique USDA 
Number 

Arrival at Destination 
Lot number on each carton is 100% 
traceable to harvest through receiving 
at final destination. 

Complete Traceability Program 



How to Read the Box…. 

A guide to the side of an OG box of cherries 

TULARE 12 R LGR SIZE 
18LB BULK (18 pounds) 123 
ca-fed 869 533 

Variety  Size  Pack style  Box Weight Grower Lot 
Number 

OG Packing 
USDA Number Month 

Packed 
Day 

Packed  

Line on which 
product packed 
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